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Problem Definition 

Pneumonia remains the primary infectious cause of death among children under the age of five, with 

devastating consequences. In 2019, pneumonia accounted for 14% of all child deaths globally [1]. With over 

700,000 lives lost to pneumonia, equivalent to a child's death every 43 seconds, it remains a significant global 

health challenge [2]. Despite the availability of simple interventions and effective treatments that can 

prevent these deaths, pneumonia often goes unrecognized and untreated within communities until the 

child's condition becomes critical.  

Current clinical methods for diagnosing pneumonia include X-ray imaging, biopsy procedures, and blood 

tests. These methods help healthcare professionals assess the presence of pneumonia in patients. Symptoms 

such as cough, fever, difficulty breathing, chest pain, and sputum production are also considered during 

diagnosis [3]. However, these methods have limitations in terms of specificity, invasiveness, and availability 

in resource-limited settings such as the inability of X-rays to detect specific pathogens and the time-

consuming nature of biopsy procedures. Blood tests, although informative, can be invasive. Moreover, these 

methods can be time-consuming, making them unsuitable for routine clinical assessment. Therefore, there 

is a need for alternative approaches that offer non-invasive and efficient diagnostic options for pneumonia 

In low and middle-income countries (LMIC) , pneumonia diagnosis relies on the World Health Organization's 

Integrated Management of Childhood Illness and Integrated Community Case Management (iCCM) 

guidelines, which primarily depend on subjective clinical signs and symptoms. Respiratory rate (RR) plays a 

crucial role in the accurate classification of pneumonia cases according to the iCCM criteria. However, a 

systematic review conducted by Rambaud-Althaus et al. revealed that relying solely on a single clinical sign, 

such as RR, is unlikely to enhance diagnostic precision for pediatric pneumonia [4]. This underscores the 

limitations of using subjective clinical signs as the sole basis for diagnosis.  

The diagnostic yield of fast breathing as an indicator of bacterial pneumonia is low, suggesting that fast 

breathing may not be sufficiently sensitive or specific in diagnosing bacterial pneumonia [5]. These findings 

raise doubts about the reliability of RR as a diagnostic marker for pneumonia. 

Current diagnostic methods for pneumonia in infants are not suitable for resource-limited settings. There is 

a need for an easily deployable device that can be used by healthcare workers in the infants' homes, 

providing quick and accurate diagnosis. This results in the clinical need statement that our solution is 

designed to address: 

“ To develop a low-cost, non-invasive, point-of-use device for early detection and monitoring of pneumonia 

in infants in developing countries and LMIC” 

By addressing these challenges, our goal is to offer a reliable and cost-effective solution that improves the 

accuracy and efficiency of pneumonia diagnosis in infants. This will lead to better healthcare outcomes and 

alleviate the burden on healthcare systems in developing countries.  

Our device utilizes an exhaled breath condensate (EBC) analysis module and an electrochemical sensor to 

overcome the limitations of existing methods. This enables early and precise screening, facilitating timely 

interventions and appropriate management of pneumonia cases. 

 

 

 

 

 



Functionality and Technical requirements 

The Pneudetect module consists mainly consists of two modules. The EBC module and the electrochemical 

sensor module. 

The EBC module: 

• Non-invasive diagnostic tests using exhaled breath condensates (EBC) are being developed as a rapid 

and comfortable method for diagnosing various respiratory diseases. EBC samples, which are 

collected and condensed using a temperature control device, have a composition similar to blood 

and lung fluid. They contain a range of compounds, including non-volatile molecules and water-

soluble volatile compounds. EBC analysis shows promise as a diagnostic tool for inflammatory 

respiratory diseases [6]. 

• EBC is a complex low-protein matrix similar to blood and extracellular lung fluid, enriched with 

various compounds including non-volatile molecules, water-soluble volatile compounds, lipids, 

antibodies, and carbohydrates. It can contain up to 2000 different compounds [6,7]. 

• Through the use of a face mask, EBC may be effectively collected from newborn infants [10]. 

Electrochemical sensor: 

For this project, CRP (C-reactive protein) and PCT (Procalcitonin) were investigated as potential biomarkers 

for non-invasive pneumonia diagnosis in exhaled breath condensates (EBCs). Previous research suggests that 

serum CRP can indicate ventilator-associated pneumonia (VAP) after antibiotic treatment, and serum PCT 

can predict short-term mortality in community-acquired pneumonia (CAP) [4]. 

Our device incorporates a two-valve system that ensures the flow of air during inhalation and directs exhaled 

breath into the collection tube. A Peltier module maintains the tube temperature at a constant 4 degrees 

Celsius. Patients breathe normally through the system for 10 minutes, allowing the condensate sample to 

accumulate along the tube. To collect the condensate, a plunger is manually used to push the sealed valve, 

acting like a syringe, and transfer the sample to the sensor. The sensor is specifically designed to detect CRP 

and PCT molecules, and a potentiostat is employed for functional activation. The results are displayed on an 

LED screen in a straightforward manner, indicating a positive or negative outcome. The device is user-

friendly, requiring minimal operational knowledge for effective utilization. 

Prototype designing and testing 

• The initial model was designed in CAD with Fusion 360 and is shown in Figure 1 

 

Figure 1: CAD model for PneuDetect 



• The housing of the device, specifically the area where the Peltier module and the tube is located, is 

made of an insulated material.  

• The test method for the Peltier module involved connecting the device to a 12V battery and placing 

a thermometer inside the tube. Measurements were taken at regular intervals, typically every 

minute, until the desired temperature was reached inside the tube. This test allowed you to evaluate 

the performance and efficiency of the Peltier module in achieving and maintaining the desired 

temperature levels. Results are shown below: 

 

 
 

• It is determined from this testing that it takes 10 minutes to completely cool the housing before the 

EBC collection procedure starts.  

 

Figure 2: Electrochemical sensor used 

• ItalSens Gold (Figure 2) is a three-electrode electrochemical cell designed for analytical applications 

and consists of a gold working electrode, a silver pseudo reference electrode, and a gold counter 

electrode. The electrodes are produced using screen-printing technology, which allows for precise 

deposition of the electrode materials. 

• To test the circuit functionality, the Arduino circuit was tested using a water detection sensor that 

had similar connections to the electrochemical sensor. When the circuit was powered on and the 

water sensor was placed in water, the red LED remained on until the sensor contacted the water, at 

which point the green LED turned on to indicate the presence of water. This confirmed that the circuit 



connections were correct, and that the Arduino can communicate effectively with the 

electrochemical sensor 

  

Figure 3: Circuit schematics and connection with the water sensor 

 

 

Figure 4: Sensor with Plunger 

Red LED Green LED 

Soil moisture 
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Figure 5: Final Prototype 

• To test for the sensor a surface modification was performed. The screen-printed electrode was 

incubated for 24 hours in a polyelectrolyte solution. It was then washed with distilled water. To 

detect a protein an antibody protein with a buffer solution can be prepared and the sensor is 

incubated for 2 hours to functionalize it to work as a base template for sensing the specific protein. 

For the purpose of testing available antibodies in the university electrochemistry lab, antibody IgA 

was preferred instead of antibody CRP. The potentiostat was calibrated to measure the sensitivity of 

the sensor to the lowest possible value in order to detect the minimum available IgA value at 0.6V. 

Once this threshold was crossed the sensor gave a red light instead of a green light. 

 

Impact on Global healthcare 

Scaling up pneumonia treatment and preventive programmes might save the lives of 3.2 million children 

under the age of five, according to a Johns Hopkins University study. Pneumonia interventions alone have 

the potential to prevent nearly 9 million predicted under-five child deaths from all causes combined by 2030 

[9]. This highlights the immense impact that targeted measures against pneumonia can have in saving lives 

and improving overall child health outcomes. With pneumonia claiming the lives of 800,000 children 

annually, the device has the potential to avert nearly 9 million child deaths in this decade. When combined 

with comprehensive interventions such as child nutrition enhancements, vaccination programs, new-born 

case management, improved water and sanitation, and appropriate antibiotic use, the device can save 3.2 

million children from pneumonia and an additional 5.7 million children from other diseases between 2020 

and 2030. These numbers demonstrate the significant progress that can be achieved through early detection 

and effective interventions. With a testing time of approximately 10-15 minutes, the device offers a quick 

and efficient method of diagnosis. Its portable nature allows healthcare workers to carry the device from 

house to house, eliminating the need for families with infants to travel to healthcare facilities and reducing 

stress and inconvenience. Healthcare workers can efficiently perform tests and provide timely interventions, 

improving healthcare outcomes. 

 

 



 

Economic Feasibility and novelty 

The R-Tube starter kit with a handheld plunger currently costs around 2000 €. However, our 3D printed 

device offers a significant cost reduction. Additionally, our device is portable and can be sanitized after each 

patient test, making it highly reusable compared to the R-Tube. By functionalizing the electrochemical 

sensor, we can expand the device's usability for diagnosing various diseases.  

The exhaled breath condensate (EBC) contains a wide range of volatile organic biomarkers that can be 

utilized to detect different diseases. Exhaled breath condensate (EBC) has been used to diagnose respiratory 

diseases such as asthma, COPD, and pneumonia. It has also been useful in occupational settings and 

assessing pulmonary inflammation. EBC biomarkers have shown potential for diagnosing lung cancer and 

other pulmonary pathologies [11]. The EBC collection component remains the same for all these diagnostic 

applications, making it a versatile tool. 

Component Pricing 

Arduino Uno Rev3 €24 

Portable and Chargeable Battery (12V, 5A) €20 

Peltier Module €23 

ItalSens Gold SPE IS-W1-2.C1.RS.50 Electrochemical 
sensor 

€5 

Aluminium tube €10 

Acrylic housing and holders 3D printed (~€5) 

Infant Breathing Mask €5 

One way Duckbill Valves  €10  

Total cost €102 

 

In terms of cost, the prototype is priced at around 100 euros for single-use. However, it offers the advantage 

of being a one-time investment, as only the sensor requires replacement for each patient testing, and the 

tube necessitates sterilization. This eliminates the need for recurring expenses on the device itself, making 

it more cost-effective in the long run. Mass manufacturing plays a vital role in significantly reducing the 

overall cost of the device. This, in turn, enables the final product to be offered at a lower price point, making 

it more accessible and affordable for healthcare providers and patients. 

PneuDetect is a Class 2 medical device according to the FDA. Therefore, we require a 510(k) clearance from 

the FDA before legally marketing them. The device will be distributed and administered through partnerships 

with charities and Non-Government Organizations (NGOs) that have connections to local clinics in 

developing countries. These partnerships will facilitate the training of local healthcare workers on how to 

effectively use and maintain the device. The device will be marketed to international charities focused on 

medical care, leveraging their networks and resources for distribution. 

In addition, the team behind the device is participating in the NovaUCD Design competition, which provides 

support and resources for UCD undergraduate and postgraduate students looking to develop and grow start-

up companies. This participation will help establish the device as a start-up enterprise, with the assistance 

and guidance of NovaUCD. By leveraging partnerships with charities, NGOs, and participating in 

entrepreneurship programs like the NovaUCD competition, the aim is to establish a sustainable business 



model and effectively bring the device to market, ensuring its accessibility and impact in addressing the 

global health challenge of pneumonia in infants. 

References 

1. World Health Organization. Fact sheet: pneumonia. 2019 [accessed 2023 May 20]. Available from: 

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/pneumonia  

2. United Nations Children Fund. Fact sheet: pneumonia. 2020 [accessed 2023 ]. Available from: 

https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-health/pneumonia/ 

3. Zhang, J., Zhang, X., Xiong, H., Yu, W., Ying, K., Wan, H., & Wang, P. (2022). The Love Wave 

Biosensor for the Detection of the Bacterial Pneumonia Biomarker C-reactive Protein. In 2022 IEEE 

International Symposium on Olfaction and Electronic Nose (ISOEN). 2022 IEEE International 

Symposium on Olfaction and Electronic Nose (ISOEN). IEEE. 

https://doi.org/10.1109/isoen54820.2022.9789642  

4. Rambaud-Althaus, C., Althaus, F., Genton, B., & D’Acremont, V. (2015). Clinical features for 

diagnosis of pneumonia in children younger than 5 years: a systematic review and meta-analysis. In 

The Lancet Infectious Diseases (Vol. 15, Issue 4, pp. 439–450). Elsevier BV. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/s1473-3099(15)70017-4  

5. Ginsburg, A. S., Mvalo, T., Nkwopara, E., McCollum, E. D., Ndamala, C. B., Schmicker, R., Phiri, A., 

Lufesi, N., Izadnegahdar, R., & May, S. (2019). Placebo vs Amoxicillin for Nonsevere Fast-Breathing 

Pneumonia in Malawian Children Aged 2 to 59 Months. In JAMA Pediatrics (Vol. 173, Issue 1, p. 21). 

American Medical Association (AMA). https://doi.org/10.1001/jamapediatrics.2018.3407  

6. Stella, M. M., Tandarto, K., & Regina, R. (2021). Exhaled Breath Condensate (EBC) Analysis: Latest 

Non-Invasive Practical Methods For Diagnosing Athopic Dermatitis And Monitoring Response To 

Corticosteroid Therapy. Journal of Pakistan Association of Dermatologists, 31(4), 692-699. 

7. Hunt, J. (2007). Exhaled Breath Condensate: An Overview. In Immunology and Allergy Clinics of 

North America (Vol. 27, Issue 4, pp. 587–596). Elsevier BV. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.iac.2007.09.001 

8. Electrochemical Based C-Reactive Protein (CRP) Sensing Through Molecularly Imprinted Polymer 

(MIP) Pore Structure Coupled with Bi-Metallic Tuned Screen-Printed Electrode. (2021). In 

Biointerface Research in Applied Chemistry (Vol. 12, Issue 6, pp. 7697–7714). AMG Transcend 

Association. https://doi.org/10.33263/briac126.76977714 

9. https://data.unicef.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Johns-Hopkins-LiST-pneumonia-projections-

English_2020.pdf 

10. Cheah, F.-C., Darlow, B. A., & Winterbourn, C. C. (2003). Problems Associated with Collecting Breath 

Condensate for the Measurement of Exhaled Hydrogen Peroxide from Neonates on Respiratory 

Support. In Neonatology (Vol. 84, Issue 4, pp. 338–341). S. Karger AG. 

https://doi.org/10.1159/000073644 

11. Kodavanti, U. P. (2014). Respiratory toxicity biomarkers. In Biomarkers in Toxicology (pp. 217–239). 

Elsevier. https://doi.org/10.1016/b978-0-12-404630-6.00012-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/pneumonia
https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-health/pneumonia/
https://doi.org/10.1109/isoen54820.2022.9789642
https://doi.org/10.1016/s1473-3099(15)70017-4
https://doi.org/10.1001/jamapediatrics.2018.3407
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.iac.2007.09.001
https://doi.org/10.33263/briac126.76977714
https://data.unicef.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Johns-Hopkins-LiST-pneumonia-projections-English_2020.pdf
https://data.unicef.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Johns-Hopkins-LiST-pneumonia-projections-English_2020.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1159/000073644
https://doi.org/10.1016/b978-0-12-404630-6.00012-9


 

 

Appendix 

Arduino code: 

/ this programme is for an Arduino to recognise an elevated voltage based on increased current through 

the sensor (Thanks to Simon Peter for helping out) 

// if the voltage exceeds the threshold (indicating elevated igA) a red light blinks, otherwise a green light 

blinks 

// a igA of 10mg/L is considered indicative of pneumonia in children 

// a corresponding threshold voltage will have to be experimentally determined, but is assumed to be 

600mV for now 

// initialising all variables 

int redLED = 2; //output 

int greenLED = 3; //output 

int sensor = A3; //input 

int threshold = 600; //threshold voltage (in mV) 

int reading = 0; //empty variable for reading 

 

 

// setup function to define flow of information for operation 

// this includes communication between arduino and other devices, as well as input and output channels 

void setup() { 

  // establish communication between devices 

  Serial.begin(9600); 

 

  //define GPIO pins connected to LEDs as output pins 

  pinMode(redLED, OUTPUT); 

  pinMode(greenLED, OUTPUT); 

 

  // initialise both LEDs in OFF 

  digitalWrite(redLED, LOW); 

  digitalWrite(greenLED, LOW); 

} 



 

 

// loop function defines operation when switched on 

// the sensed voltage is compared to the threshold, and the corresponding light will blink 

void loop() { 

  // assign read value to corresponding variable 

  reading = analogRead(sensor); 

 

  if (reading > threshold) { // high igA -> voltage above threshold 

    // make red LED blink 

    digitalWrite(redLED, HIGH); 

    delay(250); 

    digitalWrite(redLED, LOW); 

    delay(250); 

  } 

  else { // low igA -> voltage below threshold 

    // make green LED blink 

    digitalWrite(greenLED, HIGH); 

    delay(250); 

    digitalWrite(greenLED, LOW); 

    delay(250); 

  } 

} 


